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INTRODUCTION

Domesday Book, or the Great Survey of England, was made by order of William
the Conqueror, A.D. 1086.

It is contained in two volumes, the first of which is a folio of 760 pages, of the exact
same size as this copy, the second is of the size of a large octavo of 900 pages.

These volumes contain the Census of the Kingdom, made up from Returns from each
County of England, excepting the four northern counties, viz :—Northumberland, Cumber-
land, Westmorland, and Durham.

The Book of Exeter and the Book of Ely are of the same date, and no doubt copied
from the same returns as Domesday Book itself, but they contain more details than are
given in Domesday.

The Book of Winchester was made A.D. 1148.

Boldon Book, containing returns for the County of Durham, was made A.D. 1183.

These five Books, with valuable Indexes and very interesting explanatory Introductions,

have been published in four folio volumes in modern type, but with all the contractions in

the original. The two first volumes contain the Great Domesday, and were published in

1783.

The other four Books were published in 1816 in the third and fourth volumes, by order
of the Royal Commissioners who were appointed for the purpose of carrying into execution
the measures recommended by the House of Commons respecting the Public Records of the
Kingdom, and under the immediate direction of Sir Henry Ellis, late Principal Librarian
of the British Museum, to whom we are indebted for the valuable introductions and indexes.
To these Introductions, and to the enlarged General Introduction published separately in

two octavo volumes in 1833, by the same author, I must refer those who desire to have more
detailed information respecting Domesday Book than it is my object in these few preliminary
remarks to enter upon.

The following remarkable passage from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is taken from the
Translation by Mr. Benjamin Thorpe, published under the direction of the Right Hon. the
Master of the Rolls.—Vol. II. (Translation) pp. 185, 186.

“A.D. MLXXXV. In this year men declared, and for sooth said, that Cnut King of Denmark, son of King Svein,
was hound hitherward, and would win this land with the aid of Robert Count of Flanders

; because Cnut had Robert’s
daughter to wife. When William King of England, who was then residing in Normandy,—because he owned both England
and Normandy,—was apprized of this, he went into England with so large an army of horsemen and foot, from France and
from Brittany, as never before had sought this land, so that men wondered how this land could feed all that army. But
the king caused the army to be distributed through all this land among his vassals : and they fed the army, each according
to the measure of his land. And men had great affliction this year; and the king caused the land about the sea to be laid
waste, so that if his foes should land, they might not have whereon they might so readily seize. But when the king was
informed in sooth that his foes were hindered, and could not further their expedition, he let some of the army go to their
own land : and some he held in this land over the winter. Then at midwinter the king was at Gloucester with his ‘ witan ’

and there held his court five days ; and afterwards the archbishop and clergy had a synod three days. There was Maurice
chosen bishop of London, and William to Norfolk, and Robert to Cheshire. They were all the king’s clerks. After this

the king had a great council, and very deep speech with his ‘ witan ’ about this land, how it was peopled, or by what men

;

then sent his men over all England, into every shire, and caused to be ascertained how many hundred hides were in the
shire, or what land the king himself had, and cattle within the land, or what dues he ought to have, in twelve months, from
the sliire. Also he caused to be written how much land his archbishops had, and his suffragan bishops, and his abbots,

and his earls
;
and—though I may narrate somewhat prolixly—what or how much each man had who w as a holder of land

in England, in land, or in cattle, and how much money it might be worth. So very narrowdy he caused it to be traced out,

that there was not one single hide, nor one yard of land, nor even—it is shame to tell, though it seemed to him no shame
to do—an ox, nor a cow, nor a swine, was left, that was not set down in his writ. And all the workings were brought to

him afterwards.”



For the execution of the Survey, Commissioners called King’s Justiciaries, or Legati

Regis, were appointed to go into each county, these Commissioners, or to quote from Sir H.
Ellis, p. 21 :

—

“ The Inquisitors, it appears, upon the oaths of the Sheriffs, the Lords of each Manor, the Presbyters of every Church,

the Reves of every Hundred, the Bailiffs and six Villans of every village, were to enquire into the name of the place, who
held it in the time of King Edward, who was the present possessor, how many hides in the Manor, how many carrucates

in demesne, how many homagers, how many villans, how many cotarii, how many servi, what free-men, how many tenants

in socage, what quantity of wood, how much meadow and pasture, what mills and fish-ponds, how much added or taken

away, what the gross value in King Edward’s time, what the present value, and how much each free-man or soch-man had

or has. All this was to be triply estimated : first, as the estate was held in the time of the Confessor ; then, as it was

bestowed by King William ;
and thirdly, as its value stood at the formation of the Survey. The jurors were moreover to

state whether any advance could be made in the value.”

As regards the measures of land in Domesday,

“ The truth ” Sir H. Ellis says “ seems to be that a hide, a yardland, a knight’s fee, &c., contained no certain number

of acres, but varied in different places,” but it has been described to be “ as much as was sufficient to the cultivation of one

plough, whence our term of plough-land.”

“ The Carucata, which is also to be interpreted the plough-land, was as much arable as could be managed with one

plough and the beasts belonging thereto in a year ;
having meadow, pasture, and houses for the house-holders and cattle

belonging to it ;
” and it appears that “ the hide was the measure of land in the Confessor’s reign, the carucate that to

which it was reduced by the Conqueror’s new standard.”

The Hide is generally supposed to be equal to 120 acres.

Money is generally estimated as at thirty times its present value.

In the year 1855 I introduced Photography for the purpose of making accurate reductions

of the Ordnance plans from the larger to the smaller scales required, and by which a saving

of upwards of £2000 a-year is effected.

In 1859 we improved and adapted the Chromo-carbon process to our requirements in

such a way that the Photographs could be at once transferred to the waxed surface of a copper
plate to guide the engraver, or to plates of zinc or to stone for printing as by the ordinary
methods—and as we generally use zinc plates, I named this art Photo-zincography. To
Captain A. de C. Scott, R.E., who has charge of this branch of the work, we are chiefly

indebted for this success.

In an interview with the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, Chancellor of the Exchequer,
he asked my opinion as to the applicability of this art to the copying of some of our ancient

MS. records, and I at once expressed my belief that we could produce fac-similes of them at

a very trifling cost. But with the view of testing this, I had a small deed of the time of

Edward the first copied and printed by this process, and with the sanction of the Right
Hon. Lord Herbert of Lea, Secretary of State for War, copies of it were bound up with my
annual Report of the Progress of the Ordnance Survey to the 31st December 1859, which has
been presented to both Houses of Parliament.

Having established the fact that Photo-zincography is applicable for the purpose
of producing any number of copies of ancient MSS., the Lords of the Treasury, with the
concurrence of the Right Hon. Sir John Romilly, Master of the Rolls, directed me to copy
that part of Domesday Book which relates to Cornwall

;
and the publication of that part

having excited great interest, and a desire for the continuance of the publication of the work
county by county, having been very generally expressed, I have been directed to bring out
this volume, which will be followed by the publication of the parts relating to several other

counties, the gentlemen of which have guaranteed to take from fifty to 250 copies.

The Messrs. Vacher & Sons, of Parliament-street, have published the text of the
Cornwall Domesday “ in extenso,” of the exact same size as the original, and arranged to

correspond page for page and line for line with the fac-simile. This is a very judicious

arrangement, and should be adopted for every county.

In examining copies made by Photo-zincography, it must always be remembered that

the original document is not even handled or touched by the copyist, each leaf of the book
is placed in succession before the camera by the officer from the Public Record Office, in

whose charge it constantly remains, and sometimes after an exposure of only twenty seconds,

the copy is taken.



I have placed in juxtaposition a copy of some paragraphs from the original manuscript,

and a copy of the same paragraphs from the edition of 1783, to which I have added a trans-

lation made by Mr. Basevi Sanders of the Public Record Office, in whose charge the book has

been whilst the copying was in progress.
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TRANSLATION.

Page 1

In Dorchester, in the time of King Edward, there were one hundred and seventy-two houses. These were rated for all the

king’s service, and paid geld for ten hides. To wit, to the use of the huscarles a mark of silver, exclusively of the services

which belong to one night’s entertainment. There, were two moneyers, each of them rendering to the king a mark of silver

and twenty shillings whenever the coinage was changed. There are now there eighty-eight houses, and one hundred have

been almost in ruins from the time of Sheriff Hugh until now.

In Bridport, in the time of King Edward, there were one hundred and twenty houses, and they were rated for all the king’s

service, and paid geld for five hides. To wit, to the use of the king’s huscarles half-a-mark of silver, exclusively of the

customs which belong to one night’s entertainment. There, was a moneyer rendering to the king a mark of silver and

twenty shillings whenever the coinage was changed. There are now there one hundred houses, and twenty are in such a

miserable condition that they who dwell in them cannot pay geld.

In Warham, in the time of King Edward, there were one hundred and forty-three houses in the king’s demesne. This vill

was rated for all the king’s service, and paid geld for ten hides. To wit, a mark of silver to the king’s huscarles, exclusively

of the customs which belong to one night’s entertainment. There, were two moneyers, each rendering a mark of silver to

the king whenever the coinage was changed. There are now there seventy houses, and seventy-three have been almost in

ruins since the time of Sheriff Hugh.
In the district of St. Vandrille there are forty-five houses standing and seventeen are waste. In the districts belonging to

the other barons there are twenty houses standing and sixty are in ruins.



It will be observed that a red line is run through the names of places, and this is also

sometimes done to the names of persons, and to paragraphs to which it is desired to direct

particular attention. This is peculiar to Domesday Book, and is equivalent to the modern

method of underlining a passage for the same purpose.

The old letters in the title page have been copied from letters in Domesday Book itself.

The woodcuts represent the manner in which Domesday Book was bound, and the chest

in which it was formerly kept, these have been copied by the Anastatic process from a

woodcut in the Illustrated London News.

The Photographs were transferred to zinc by Mr. Appel, of the Ordnance Survey.

In Sir Henry Ellis’ Introduction to Domesday, an estimate for publishing a fac-simile

of the work in 1767 is given at page 359; it amounts to £18,443 12s., and the time for

executing the work is estimated at five years. This estimate does not include the cost

of supervision, and therefore the work, if it had been executed, would certainly have cost the

Government not less than £20,000.

The folio edition of 1783 was printed with types made expressly for the purpose in 1768,

but Sir H. Ellis tells us

—

“ It was not, however, till after 1770 that the work was actually commenced. It was completed early in 1783, having

been ten years in’ passing through the press. The type with which it was executed was destroyed in the fire which consumed

Mr. Nichols’ printing-office in the month of February, 1808.”

The cost of this edition is said to have been £38,000, and the cost of a copy of the work

so great that very few persons could afford to purchase one, but by the application of Photo-

zincography to copying and printing MSS., and by publishing the work in parts, any one

can now procure at a trifling cost, an exact fac-simile of the part of the original MS. in which

he may be more particularly interested, and whilst the public is gratified bv this, Her Majesty’s

Government will not be put to the cost of a single shilling for the production of the work.

HENRY JAMES,
Colonel Royal Engineers.

Director of the Ordnance Survey, and

Southampton, 19th May, 186;2. Topographical Depot of the War Office.

Printed at the Ordnance Survey Office. Southampton.
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In IMPERIAL QUARTO, arranged foe Binding with the Fac Simile of the Record.

A LITERAL EXTENSION
OF THE LATIN TEXT.

IN MODERN TYPE, LINE FOR LINE WITH THE ORIGINAL,

AND AN,

ENGLISH TRANSLATION,
OF

IN SEPARATE COUNTIES,

WITH INDEX OF PLACES, At;

Co accompany the jFac Simile of tfie ©tiginal IfUeotto

^otos2iittogtap^eli unbet rt)e direction of Col. Sit 1&. Slameti, H.®., JF.1S.Sm

at the ©tbnaitce £>utbeg ©fRce, Southampton.

COUNTY of MIDDLESEX (Extension and Translation) 6s.; Cloth Boards 8s.

Ob, bound with the Fac Simile of the Record in Cloth, 14s.

COUNTY of SURREY (Extension and Translation) 12s.; Cloth Boards 14s.

Or, bound with Fac Simile of the Record in Cloth, 20s.

The Extension and Translation of other Counties are preparing, and

will he proceeded with by Messrs. VACHER & SONS, in the order in which

they are assured of 100 Subscribersfor any County

.

Subscribers' Names can he sent through any Bookseller ; for
—

The Latin Extension in Modem Type, with English Translation; or,

—

The Fac Simile, Extension and Translation, bound together.

Hontion

:

VACHER & SONS, 29, PARLIAMENT STREET.

1862.



Jpacj^imile ©ops of part of “Homesfrai) Book,”

$hoto=&incographeb unber tfje direction of Sbit ffcenrg

Earnest, has teen toell receibeb as a step in the rigfjl bitec=

tion to rotter our principal public Becorbs more generallg

abailable. But, no sooner bib tf)e first ©ounts appear, than

numerous enquiries toere mabe for tfje means of unberstanbing

the quaint anb eontracteb ©Original ; toiti) the bers natural

remark, “fflffite can’t unberstanb it”—“fflSfe can’t reab it.”

the enbeabour to remebg this toant, barious questions

arose as to toijat shoulb be the character of tbe illus=

tration. ^ijoulb tbe Becorb be translated or tbe Hatin ©ext

be printeb at length in rnobern tgpe? Seating in minb that

tbe principal objects in consulting Domesbag, are either of a

legal character, or those tobicb come toithin the scope of the

local antiquarg— bi?., the ttentificatton of names of places,

the tracing their rise anb progress, their relation to each other,

anb the numerous illustrations of life anb manners of the

people scattereb throughout the Book, it seemeb boubtful if a

mere ©nglish ^Translation tooulb be satisfactorg. But a ©opg
“in extenso,” follotoing the Original MSb* line for line, so

that eberg toorb mag be at once ttcntifieb anb compareb, pre=

serbes the ©ext toitb perfect fttelitg, anb at the same time

leabes full scope for the jubgment of those tohose attention

is oirecteb to a critical examination of the subject. & clear

anb faithful ^Translation toas still, hotoeber, thought besirable

bg mang, anb the safe conclusion seemeb to be, that both a

ILatin anb an ©nglish Version toere equallg necessarg in

ang complete illustration of IBomesbag.

Extension anb ©Translation is therefore publisheb,

in the confttent belief that it toill be acceptable to all

toho feel an interest in this our most ancient topographical

Becorb.

®adjer $c

Eoirton, 29, $acliam*nt Street,



Arrangements for Issuing the Fat Simile.

4Fat Simile of SJonustoag Moot,
RE-PRODUCED BY THE PHOTO-ZINCOGRAPHIC PROCESS

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF COLONEL SIR HENRY JAMES, RE., F.RS., &c.,

AT THE ORDNANCE SURVEY OFFICE,

13g f&et JUajeatg’s ©ommani.

-notaaaQQoyr--

The following Counties will be issued in the order stated below; in

Cloth Boards, Imperial 4to. Those with * are Published.

*Cornwall .... . . 4s. 6d.

•Middlesex .... 8s.

•Sussex . . 10s.

•Surrey . . 8s.

•Hampshire .... . . 10s.

•Cheshire, including PART

of Lancashire . . . . 8s.

Warwickshire . . . . 8s.

Shropshire.... . . 8s.

Bedfordshire . . . . . 8s.

Staffordshire . . 8s.

Herefordshire . . . • 8s.

Dorsetshire . . . . a 8S»

Somersetshire . . . . 10s.

Leicestershire & Rutland 8s.

Devonshire 10s.

Worcestershire . . . 8s.

Derbyshire 8s.

Gloucestershire ... 8s.

Wiltshire 10s.

Oxfordshire 8s.

Yorkshire 21s.

Lincolnshire 21s.

Cambridgeshire . . . . 10s.

Northamptonshire . . . 10s.

Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex,

THE THREE COUNTIES IN LITTLE DOMESDAY BOOK,

ARE ALSO IN PREPARATION.


